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New Equestrian Organization Formed in Northern Virginia 
Courtesy of Diane Hutchinson  www.NOVAWE.org  
 

 Northern Virginia supports many communities laden with horses and 
equine activities making the area perfect for the addition of the new Northern 
Virginia Working Equitation (NOVAWE) organization.  NOVAWE is a new non-
profit member organization with a mission to promote growth of the exciting 
Working Equitation (WE) equestrian sport through 
education and mounted events. WE has origins in 
European and South American ranch work, and the 
sport welcomes all breeds and disciplines to 
participate in its dressage-based approach to 
arena obstacle execution. 
 The best part about learning WE is it’s fun 
for both horse and rider and therefore a favorite for 
cross training all horses, from trail horses to Grand 
Prix dressage horses and top jumpers, as well as 
Western style horses.  The mental challenge of 
obstacle work provides the horse a welcome 
change from his regular work – most horses 
embrace the obstacles happily.  
 While WE is prevalent on the West Coast, 
its popularity is spreading East and NOVAWE 
organizers Biddie Lowry, Gainesville, VA, Diane 
Hutchinson, Leesburg, VA, and Laura Guillaudeu, 
Hillsboro, VA are teaming to help the sport’s 
growth along.  
 “My horse, who I compete in lower level United States Dressage 

Federation (USDF) dressage schooling 
shows, loves to walk into an arena and see 
the WE obstacles,” said Hutchinson. “Her 
ears go up, and I know she is thinking ‘Oh 
boy, obstacles, fun!’”  Hutchinson has 
competed in two rated WE shows, but both 
were over a three-hour distance away. She 
is anxious to help grow the sport right here 
in her Loudoun County and the surrounding 
areas. “With such a large and active sport 
horse community where we live, we can 
support and offer numerous WE events 
locally.   

(Continued on page 7…) 
  

NOVAWE President Biddie 

Lowry on Oliver Red Tari 

http://www.novawe.org
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CHS Member Update 
(As of August 2019) 

 
 
CHS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Officers  
 
President 
Katie McDaniel (540) 533-7113 
 
Vice President 
Britt Callahan (757) 777-2708 
 
Secretary  
Barb Portman (703) 403-1206 
 
Treasurer 
Corisse Vaughan  (703) 503-1264 
 
 
Committee Directors 
 
 
Membership 
Dana-Jean LaFever (703) 609-3479 
 
Programs/Events 
Katie Mutchler (703) 340-6819 
 
Quartermaster  
Wilma Kime (703) 222-8253 
 
Hospitality  
Mary Tobin (703) 477-1004  
 
Scholarships/Awards/Grants 
Barb Portman (703) 403-1206 
 
Trail Rides/Fairfax County Liaison 
Katie McDaniel (540) 533-7113 
   
Lead Line 
Katie Mutchler (703) 340-6819 
 
 
Trail POCS 
 
Clifton 
Pat Hepner (703) 830-8394 
 
Fairfax Station: 
Dana-Jean LaFever (703) 609-3479 
 
Oakton/Herndon 
Vacant 

Please send corrections to: 

Dana-Jean LaFever 
dlafever@hers.com 

Lisa Dowell 

12625 Izaak Walton Dr 

Bristow, VA 20136 

Ldowell14@gmail.com 

408-318-2055 

mailto:kkmcdaniel2015@gmail.com
mailto:brittcallahan@mac.com
mailto:Barbara.Portman@asrcfederal.com
mailto:Corisse@hotmail.com
mailto:dlafever@hers.com
mailto:dressagegirl1993@yahoo.com
mailto:WKIME@COX.NET
mailto:MARY.TOBIN2569@gmail.com
mailto:Barbara.Portman@asrcfederal.com
mailto:kkmcdaniel2015@gmail.com
mailto:dressagegirl1993@yahoo.com
mailto:hepnersol@cox.net
mailto:dlafever@hers.com
mailto:dlafever@hers.com
mailto:Ldowell14@gmail.com
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POPS.  CHS would like to thank all of you who collected the proofs of purchase off Southern 
States feeds and sent them to Wilma Kime. Please continue to save the POPs from Southern 
States-branded, Legends, or ProElite horse feed and send them to Wilma Kime, 12459 Henderson 
Road, Clifton, VA 20124 or call 703-222-8253 to make arrangements for a drop off.  

Snorts & Neighs 
 

Volunteer recruiting has begun for our September 8, 2019 Judged Pleasure Ride! We will be in need of judges, assistants, and 
road crossing marshals. Free lunch and a day of watching beautiful horses included! Contact Dana-Jean LaFever at 
dlafever@hers.com if you are interested in volunteering this year.  

• Harness racing returns to Shenandoah Downs in Woodstock, VA in late August through October 2019 
for a total of 16 harness racing days. Free admission and family friendly! Www.virginiahorseracing.com 

• The Great Frederick Fair is Sept 13-21 with a new Horse Park in the infield with the 3rd Annual 
Standardbred Horse Show Sept 21 www.gffair.com 

• Pat Parelli is coming to Lovettsville, VA! He will be doing a clinic at Lucia Farm October 11-13, find more 
details at www.luciafarm.com  

 

Free Classifieds 
Have a horse or tack for sale? Services to offer? Contact Katie Mutchler to put your FREE classified text ad here! See 

details on page 12. 

 MDC Ultimate stainless stirrups, size 4-1/4.  $50 OBO.  Contact akehcmbf38@gmail.com or 540-295-0282. 
 Wintec GP saddle, 17-1/2, narrow to medium.  Stirrups, leathers, pads and girth included.  $75 

OBO.  Contact akehcmbf38@gmail.com or 540-295-0282. 
 Offering affordable Pet/Horse/House-sitting services through the summer and fall. Email for rates and 

availability. Katie Mutchler dressagegirl1993@yahoo.com 

• 8 y/o Arabian gelding for sale. Great all around horse. Dressage through first level, jumps courses 2’6”, 
and goes on trail rides alone or in a group. Crosses water, rocky trails, bridges, etc. In your pocket, friendly 
guy. Please call or text Marissa at 703-899-2324 

https://www.facebook.com/dana.lafever?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARAr4WccRfQ0Bp6YCKgvXDBIUXbHz_8LFtXFklgnNYBg56WZkO_CAmYvKweMFAicQu3Fl7DwdixuHEQk&dti=137851216368485&hc_location=group
http://www.virginiahorseracing.com
http://www.gffair.com
http://www.luciafarm.com/
mailto:akehcmbf38@gmail.com
mailto:akehcmbf38@gmail.com
mailto:dressagegirl1993@yahoo.com
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Andy Guest State Park Monthly Ride Report 

After 18 months of what seemed like non-stop rain, extreme 

temperatures and schedule conflicts, CHS finally had a beautiful 

day for our trail ride at Andy Guest, Shenandoah River State 

Park. Temperatures were in the 70s, skies were partly cloudy, 

and six riders met to enjoy the trail along the Shenandoah River 

in Bentonville, VA. We could not have asked for a more perfect 

day. There are two trails; one that goes up the mountain and 

another that meanders down by the river. We opted for the trail 

by the river. It starts in the woods, winds down to the river, fol-

lows the river for a bit, then loops back around. It is well main-

tained and was in excellent condition, though a bit rocky in plac-

es. The ride took approximately 2 hours at a walk, during which 

we encountered some very courteous hikers, bikers and other 

trail riders. The ride also allowed 

me the opportunity to have 

some wonderful chats with the 

other riders, some of whom I had not previously met. Conversations continued as we settled 

in for lunch at Beth Giorgiani’s trailer, which had an awning perfect to shade us from the 

sun. If you have not had the opportunity to check out the trails at this park, I highly recom-

mend adding it to your list.  

Article by Katie McDaniel, Photo Credit to Lora Riggins 

Left to right: Marcy Heacker, Lora Riggins, Beth Giorgiani, 

Caroline Chipman, Melissa Lee, Katie McDaniel 
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Do you have a green or young horse you are nervous about entering in a JPR? 

Are you volunteering for or unable to attend the CHS JPR?  

Are you bummed that you won’t get to experience the fun obstacle course with 
your equine partner due to aforementioned obligations?   

CHS has the cure for your JPR blues!  

Join CHS September 7th for our monthly trail ride at Bull Run Regional Park. Bull Run Regional Park offers 1,500 acres of 
natural space and facilities in Centreville, Virginia. The obstacles for the JPR the next day will be set up and riders will 
have the opportunity to interact with and attempt as many obstacles as they can with their horse. Time will be limited 
at each obstacle so that everyone gets a turn and the group can generally stay together.  

Important Note: no one riding the JPR on Sunday may participate in this ride. Riders who participate in this ride and 
enter in the JPR will be disqualified from the competition. RSVP and attendance lists will be cross checked!  

 
Please arrive in time to be ready to ride at 2:00 p.m.  
To RSVP, email Katie McDaniel at: kkmcdaniel2015@gmail.com by September 1st. It is 
important to RSVP in case we have to cancel due to inclement weather. The JPR on 
Sunday will be held rain or shine. 

WHERE: Bull Run Regional Park, Centreville, VA  
WHEN: Saturday, September 7, 2019 
RIDE OUT: 2:00 PM  
COSTS: Free for CHS Members, $5 for Non-CHS members.  

 
Directions: From Fairfax and points North/East, take Route 123 South Past Burke Lake Park. Turn right onto Henderson Road. 
Proceed approximately 2 miles. Turn left onto Hampton Road (there will be a brown sign for Fountainhead Park). Proceed 
approximately 1.5 miles. The park entrance will be on your right. Enter the park and proceed approximately half a mile to the large 
parking lot on the right past the maintenance buildings.    
From points South, take Route 123 North past Lorton (approximately 3 miles north of the bridge over the Occoquan). Turn left onto 
Hampton Road. Proceed approximately 3 miles to the park entrance on the left. Follow directions above to the parking lot. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Hard hats are required for riders under 18 and recommended for all riders. A current negative Coggins is 
required for each horse and will be checked the day of the ride.  No dogs allowed, no riding double, no lead line ponies 
please. 
 

 

 

Clifton Horse Society 
Monthly Trail Ride 

Bull Run Regional Park 
Saturday September 7, 2019 
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CLIFTON HORSE SOCIETY FORT VALLEY OVERNIGHT TRAIL RIDE 
   

WHAT:   Overnight Camping/Cabin and Trail Ride 

WHEN:   October 19-20, 2019 

RSVP BY:  September 24, 2019 

RIDE OUT: 10am Saturday (Half Day Ride), 9am Sunday (Short 1-2 hour ride) 

WHERE:  Fort Valley Stable 
                           Fort Valley, Virginia 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! If you have never ridden in the Massanutten Mountains, then this is the trip for you.  Fort Valley Stable 
is located in the gorgeous George Washington National Forest, a spectacular mountain setting with great trails! Fort Valley Sta-
bles does rent out cabins, campsites, and corrals for horses, as well as guided trail rides with the ranch horses if there is interest 
to do a separate group for that! We can do a potluck dinner Saturday night around a fire, and pack bag lunches for Saturday and 
Sunday. For those that want to come earlier on Friday, we can also go into town to a restaurant for dinner on Friday evening.  

https://www.fortvalleyranch.com  

Costs:  (Costs can be split for cabins and paddocks) 

Uncovered 1 horse Corral ($10) — Covered Corral ($15) — Paddock up to 3 horses ($30) 

Cabin #1 sleeps 6-8 ($119) — Cabin #2 sleeps 2-4 ($89) — Cabin #3 sleeps 4-6 ($99) 

Campsite Water/30 amp ($30) — Campsite No Water/Electric ($25) 

Contact Katie Mutchler at dressagegirl1993@yahoo.com or 703-340-6819 if you are interested! They do 
book up, so I would like to have a final count by September 24, 2019 to make sure we can get reservations.  

 New Equestrian Organization Formed in Northern Virginia (Cont…) 
 
NOVAWE will provide opportunities to learn not only how to navigate the 22 
different WE obstacles, but also to understand the ample rules of 
WE.  NOVAWE offers those just interested in improving their horsemanship 
and precision through WE practice opportunities through its introduction 
events and Play Days. 
 For those that develop ambitions for WE competition, NOVAWE will 
prepare members for the three phases of trials.  First is to ride a WE 
dressage test, followed by an area obstacle course where each of at least 
10 obstacles, and the transitions between them, are scored with value 
between 0 -10, plus collective marks.  A third trial is the obstacle course 
ridden for speed, fastest time wins, penalties get converted to seconds. 
(Read the full press release at https://novawe.org/2019/08/01/press-release/ ) 

Member Jessica Williamson 

negotiating the gate on Rugby 

https://www.fortvalleyranch.com/
https://novawe.org/2019/08/01/press-release/
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A CCI3* with Bad Eventer 
By Katie McDaniel 

Blogs have become a popular way for riders to chronicle their journeys with their horse 

and share their stories with others. A couple of years ago, I stumbled upon a blog titled 

“Tales from a Bad Eventer”. Bad Eventer started TRYING to 3-day event as a young 

child, and has continued for, cough, decades being BAD at Eventing. She was based in 

Texas and recently relocated to Florida to follow her dream of competing in the Land 

Rover Kentucky Three Day Event. She is currently competing five horses at various 

levels and chronicles her story, with plenty of self-deprecating humor, in her blog at 

BadEventer.com. I highly recommend checking it out. 

On July 5-7, Loch Moy Farm hosted the Maryland International + Horse Trials, which 

included the CCI3*-S that the U.S. Eventing Team used as their final preparation event 

for the 2019 Pan American Games in Lima, Peru. Bad Eventer decided this would be a 

good chance to compete two of her horses at the CCI3* level, and since she was 

coming up all the way from Florida, why not bring and compete all five of her horses? 

After thinking things through, she put out a plea on social media for some extra help at Loch Moy. Having followed her blog for so 

long and always looking for an excuse to head up to Loch Moy, I 

jumped at the chance to help! Saturday was the day she needed 

the most help with nine scheduled rides between all three phases 

on four of her horses. I arrived around 9:30 to help with the vet 

box for the two horses she was running in the CCI3*, Quatar Z (aka 

Zima or the Zebrasauras) and Atrax Robustus (aka Spiderwoman). 

After hanging out in warm up (and desperately trying to keep my 

fangirling to myself about being five feet away from Boyd Martin/

Tsetserleg and Lauren Kieffer/Vermiculus), Bad Eventer headed out 

onto the XC course with Zima and we headed to the vet box with 

everything ready to cool Zima down after his XC run for his TPR 

check. Unfortunately, Zima decided he was done at the giant drop 

just a few jumps in (for which I can’t say I blame him – it was 

huge!), so we skipped the full vet box experience for him and 

headed back to the stalls to get Atrax ready for her XC run. They 

successfully completed the course together and Atrax quite 

enjoyed being doted on and sponged down with cold water 

afterward. I wasn’t able to stay all day but caught Toxicodendron’s (aka Poison Ivy) show jumping round followed directly by XC. I 

had to leave before BadEventer wrapped up with the final horse of the day, Fizz (aka Foxy Cleopatra). Her fifth horse, a product of 

her breeding program named Viper (aka Starbuck or VelociT), would 

compete at Novice on Sunday. 

I have never competed or had the chance to volunteer for an event at this 

level of competition, so, it was a learning experience. The amount of 

preparation that goes into these events for both the rider and the horse is 

humbling and requires either pure dedication or insanity or maybe a little bit 

of both. It is also a wonderful, supportive community where local 

competitors have a chance to chat with Olympians in the warm up ring and 

men and women compete as equals. I only hope my next horse likes the 

sport a little bit more so that I have another opportunity to immerse myself 

in this awesome community. #goeventing 

Bad Eventer and Zima aka 

Zebrasaurus on XC 

Toxicodendron aka Poison Ivy’s show jumping 

BadEventer and Atrax Robustus aka Spiderwoman on 

XC #pinksotheycanfindthebody 
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CHS Proteus Competition  

Start planning for CHS Proteus 2019! The CHS Proteus Award is given each year to the horse and rider/driver team 

that demonstrates the greatest versatility. This annual competition is very important to CHS. It encourages 

competitors to experience the widest range of activities with their horses and furthers CHS’ objectives of promoting 

equine events and the education of area horse enthusiasts. CHS encourages everyone from the novice to the most 

experienced riders to compete. We expect a wide range of activities and performance in this kind of competition. 

The judging committee will be announced later in the year. Award information is available at 

www.cliftonhorsesociety.org.  

http://www.cliftonhorsesociety.org
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Lead Line 
 

September 2019 

Staff 

Editorial Submissions 

Submit feature articles, recap arti-
cles about CHS events, or event 
flyers to: 

Katie Mutchler 

10208 Van Thompson Rd 

Fairfax Station, VA 22039 

cliftonhorsesociety@gmail.com  

 

Submit current items of interest 

To CHS members for “Snorts & 
Neighs” and calendar items to: 

 

Laura Mahoney 

5304 Darrington Way 

Centreville, VA  20120 

paintlady@cox.net 

 

All submissions must be received 
by the 15th of the month prior to 
the month of publication. 

LEAD LINE REQUEST FORM FOR BUSINESS CARDS/ADS/CLASSIFIEDS 

See above rates.  All advertising MUST be camera-ready (in jpg format, if electronically submitted).  Send this form, your business cards/

ads/classifieds, and your check payable to CHS, to: Dana-Jean LaFever, P.O. Box 183, Clifton, VA 20124 by the 15th of the month, for 

publication in the next issue. dlafever@hers.com or (703) 609-3479  Electronic submission preferred! Note: No changes or refunds will 

be given after the 20th of the month. 

 

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $____________ for ________business cards/ads/classifieds. 

Please run for the month(s) of (circle): 

 

JAN   FEB    MAR   APR    MAY   JUN    JUL   AUG    SEP  OCT    NOV  DEC 

Name of Business _______________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Name __________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number(s) _______________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail __________________________________  

Advertising  

Electronic submission of ads in jpg format preferred.  Submit camera-ready advertising: 

business cards, quarter-page, half-page and full-page ads.  Send all advertising including 

classifieds, plus check, payable to CHS, by the 15th of the month prior to publication to: 

 
Dana-Jean LaFever 
P.O. Box 183 
Clifton, VA 20124 

dlafever@hers.com  
 

Advertising Rates 

Classified-  

Members: FREE! (50 word 

limit) 

Non-members: $0.10/word 

 

Business Card- 

$5/issue or $50/year 

 

Quarter Page-  

$10/issue or $100/year 

 

Half Page-  

$20/issue or $200/year 

 

Full Page- 

$30/issue or $300/year 

Advertising Sizes  (WxH) 

Business Card (horizontal) 

2” tall x 3-1/2” wide 

 

Quarter Page (vertical)  Half Page (vertical)  

4-3/4” tall x 3.5” wide   9-3/4” tall x 3.5” wide 

 

Half Page (horizontal)  Full Page 

7-1/2” tall x 4-3/4” wide 7-1/2” tall x 9-3/4” wide 

Editor 
Position Vacant 
 
Layout and Design 
Katie Mutchler (703) 340-6819 
 
Snorts and Neighs 
Laura Mahoney (703) 830-7204 
 
Advertising 
Dana-Jean LaFever  
(703) 609-3479  

mailto:paintlady@cox.net
mailto:dlafever@hers.com
mailto:dlafever@hers.com
mailto:paintlady@cox.net
mailto:dlafever@hers.com
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September 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Please email cliftonhorsesociety@gmail.com if there is an event you would like listed in the calendar. 

 
6 Monthly Meeting at the home of Katie 

Mutchler, 10208 Van Thompson Rd, 

Fairfax Station VA 703-340-6819 

dressagegirl1993@yahoo.com 

All are welcome to attend! 

7 CHS Monthly Trail Ride at Bull Run 

Park (see pg 6) 

7 Turner Farm Hunter Show in Great 

Falls, VA https://turnerfarmevents.org/  

8 CHS Judged Pleasure Ride at Bull Run 

Park  

8 Mitchell Combined Test at Kelly’s Ford 

Equestrian Center. Remington, VA. 

Mitchellds.com 

15 CDCTA Fall Horse Trials, Berryville 

VA. www.cdcta.com 

21 Saddlin Up For Breast Cancer in 

Queen Anne, MD (See pg 2) 

21 Homestead Farm Dressage Schooling 

Show, Catlett VA 

homesteadhorsefarm.com 

22 Mitchell Dressage Show at Southern 

Heritage Farm, Midland, VA. 

Mitchellds.com 

28 NVTRP Ride to Thrive Polo Classic, 

The Plains VA. www.nvtrp.org 

1 Monthly Meeting at the home of Britt 

Callahan, 11800 Wolf Run Ln, Clifton VA 

757-777-2708 brittcallahan@mac.com 

All are welcome to attend! 

2 VADA/Nova Dressage Show, Morven 

Park VA http://www.vadanova.org  

3 CHS Fall FUNdraising Show at Laurel 

Hill Equestrian Center, Lorton VA (See 

pg 9) 

October 

4 Monthly Meeting at the home of 

Caroline Chipman, 12919 Livia Dr, 

Catharpin VA 703-754-8617 

caroline@camservices.org 

All are welcome to attend! 

5 Compass Rose Farm Dressage 

Schooling Show, Haymarket VA. 

www.compassrosefarm.com/  

11-13  Frank E Huff Memorial 

Overnight Trail Ride, Huntly VA. 

http://flinthillfireva.com  

10-13 CPWHC Fair Hill Overnight 

Camp and Ride, Fair Hill MD. (See pg 

4) 

11-13 Pat Parelli Clinic, Lovettsville VA. 

www.luciafarm.com  

12 Turner Farm Hunter Show in Great 

Falls, VA https://

turnerfarmevents.org/  

18-20 CHS Monthly Trail Ride at Fort 

Valley Stables, Fort Valley VA. (See pg 

7) 

20 Mitchell Dressage Show at 

Southern Heritage Farm, Midland, VA. 

Mitchellds.com 

November 

mailto:dressagegirl1993@yahoo.com
https://turnerfarmevents.org/
http://www.mitchellds.com
http://www.cdcta.com
https://homesteadhorsefarm.com/homestead-schooling-shows/
http://www.mitchellds.com
http://www.nvtrp.org
mailto:brittcallahan@mac.com
http://www.vadanova.org/
mailto:caroline@camservices.org
http://www.compassrosefarm.com/
http://flinthillfireva.com/
http://www.luciafarm.com/
https://turnerfarmevents.org/
https://turnerfarmevents.org/
http://www.mitchellds.com
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THE CLIFTON HORSE SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 183 
CLIFTON, VA 20124 
www.CliftonHorseSociety.org 
Established 1977 
 

FIRST CLASS 

 

THE CLIFTON HORSE SOCIETY (CHS) was established in 1977 to serve the needs of 
those interested in horses in Fairfax County & surrounding areas.  Most  club members are 
horse owners, but membership is open to all who want to see that horses continue to be a part 
of the future of this area of Virginia, as they have been in the past.  CHS is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization.  Donations to CHS are tax deductible on your Federal taxes. 
 
Membership for a year is:  Individual $20 and Family $30.  Membership for two years is:  In-
dividual $35 and Family $55. Anyone joining October thru December pays reduced rate. This 
includes a subscription to CHS’ monthly newsletter, Lead Line.  Membership runs April 1 
through March 31 of the following year.  
 
For more information, or a membership application, please visit our website at  
www.CliftonHorseSociety.org. 
 
 


